
News Bulletin
28 February 2017

ESTATE UPDATES
This is not another empty update!  Although it 
sometimes seems like little progress is being 
made there is much going on behind the scenes 
and we are happy to report that we are in the 
final stages of two very important projects.
 
Water
This project became more complex and thus 
time consuming as the different options were 
explored in detail.  We were extremely fortunate 
to have the services of a RV owner who is a 
consulting engineer who offered his time and 
expertise at no cost to assist us with this task.  
Numerous meetings were held this past week to 
drive the project forward with the aim of 
presenting members with the different options 
and a voting document in late March. The voting 
process will be a round robin vote similar to that 
of the electrical upgrade - either by return email 
or dropping off the completed voting form at the 
office. 

Telkom Fibre Network
We will be presenting members with the 
minimum requirement to qualify for a Telkom 
fiber network on the estate. We have a 
determined task team compiling the necessary 
voting documents with additional details to be 
emailed out in early March.  Voting will again be 
by a round robin vote - either by return email or 
dropping off the completed voting form at the 
office.

Reminder from the Office

Please quote your stand number in any 
correspondence with the HOA 
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Your VOTE is IMPORTANT 
for the outcome 

of these future projects!

Please see the public notice from Maruleng Municipality on the final page of this 
newsletter regarding the inspection of the general valuation roll.
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CONSTRUCTION
Houses under construction     10
House alterations     4
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SPEEDING
We recently had the opportunity to test a traffic calming device for a few 
days. No one driving through the causeway on those days could have 
missed big yellow “SLOW DOWN” sign!
It showed your speed on the digital display and those of you who went 
above the 30km/h speed limit would have had the sign flashing at you! 
Many residents gave it the thumbs up so we may just acquire one of these 
devices...  

Here are some interesting statistics  recorded whilst the device was up.
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CURRENT VELD CONDITIONS
Looking back at the drought last year and comparing it to the current veld conditions, it seems like two 
different worlds. The chart below depicts the monthly rainfall totals compared each phase on the 
estate.

Phase three received on average more rain than the other two sections; and the vegetation is looking 
better there. Although we have received more rain than last season, it still is below our average annual 
figure. We also believe we may be heading in for an early winter. 
Estate management together with the ecological subcommittee are working on the following 
programs: Winter feeding program (we have already have a stock of feed in our stores).
  Animal population control to keep within the estate’s carrying capacity.
More about this in the next Bulletin.

BEHIND THE SCENES
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Interesting Survey Projects
The following  two surveys will be conducted on the estate in the 
coming months:

Intensive Camera-trap Survey on Raptor's View
The principal objective is to better understand the distribution and 
abundance of the shy and nocturnal species that frequent the estate.
 
This month-long survey is being run by Jeremy Bolton of Bushcam 
Consulting when he will be staying on the estate in a few months time. 
Surveys like this also are useful in informing management of problem 
animals in poor condition or unusual or interesting patterns of 
behaviour.  A report will be compiled at the end of the survey and 
shared with residents.  In the meantime keep a look out on the 
FaceBook page for any interesting sightings!
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A broadband Seismic Station on Raptor's View Wildlife Estate
Witwatersrand and Pennsylvania State universities at the Council for Geoscience are collaborating in 
a project to train young researchers by investigating the structure of the crust and mantle beneath 
the ‘Bushveld Igneous Complex’, the world's largest igneous intrusion. They plan to deploy twenty-
five broadband seismic stations at sites situated roughly 100 km apart. Ideally the sites should be 
secure, not experience high levels of ground vibration (e.g. foot and vehicle traffic, machinery), and 
have only a thin cover of soil so that the seismometer can be placed on bed rock.
One of these stations will be installed on Raptor’s View.

Walking Trails
We have three walking trails on the estate and 
the team have been doing some maintenance
work - there is always something interesting to 
see. So why not try them out for yourself next 
weekend?

Call Outs
A day in the life of the RV staff is never dull! 
Some recent behind the scenes daily call 
outs include:
  Snake and monitor lizard removals
  An impala stuck on the other side of 
  the fence at Raptor’s Lodges
And the less exiting:
  Resetting electrical circuit breakers
  Water pressure issues
  Eskom electrical fails



The use of Motor Cycles
This subject has brought to the attention of the estate management team by several residents over 
the last month.
Here is a chart highlighting the “for” and “against” from residents who do not want motor cycles on the 
estate and from those choosing to ride them.

  FOR        AGAINST
  Motorcycles are economical to drive   Motorcycles are noisy
  Motorcycles have less impact on the road  People speed on motorcycles
        The temptation exists to ride on walking trails

So are motorcycles permitted on the estate?
The short answer is yes, they are permitted. But due to the negative association with motorcycles, 
and the impact they have on the lifestyle residents associate with living on the estate, the use is 
limited.
Herewith some do's and don'ts as guidelines:
-  Notify the HOA should you make use of a motorcycle. This shows you choose to be a responsible   
   user of motorcycles, and do not wish to impact on other residents.
-  Only use to drive the motorcycle between the main gate and your house.
-  No “Joy” rides or “game drives” on motorcycles
-  The speed limit is 30KM/h
-  NO motorcycles are permitted on any of the walking trails
-  Ensure your motorbike is licensed and you have a valid driver's license
-  Ensure you do not have a noisy motorcycle. The exhaust must be functional, and no scramblers   
   should be on the estate.

This is an extract from the proposed amended home owner's rules which address the use of motor 
cycles on the estate:

Approved vehicles are vehicles that are licensed, roadworthy and have four wheels with a tare weight 
not exceeding 3.5 tons. 
Approved vehicles shall not exceed the following carrying capacities: 
3.2.2.1 in the case of 0.5 ton vehicles, 7 persons; and 
3.2.2.2 in the case of 1 ton up to (and including) 1.3 ton vehicles, 12 persons.
3.2.3  The use of mobile homes, caravans, quad bikes and motor bikes on the Estate is strictly   
 prohibited. 
3.2.4  Any person who wishes to bring any mode of transport, other than a pedal bicycle or approved  
 vehicle, onto the Estate must apply for written permission from the Board in the form available 
 from the Association's administrative office.

RULE REMINDER OF THE MONTH

DATES to DIARISE
The next RIVER BRAAI will be on Saturday 1 April 2017 in the usual spot in the river bed next to the 
western fence; and as before the RV team will provide the fires & tables; you need to bring “dop and 
chop”, salad, chairs and cutlery.   Hope to see you there!
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