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Trail management 
The Eco committee will be investigating the possible expansion of existing trails on the 
estate to provide better links between them, as well as new trails in the wilderness area. 
 
Maintenance of the existing trails has been budgeted for and will be implemented in the 
near future.  The maintenance will include structures for easier bicycle use, so that riders do 
not have to go around erosion barriers, but over.  This will also prevent the trail paths from 
continuously being widened at an obstacle, leading to further erosion. 
 

Baboon protocol 
Staff have been conducting baboon patrols on weekdays and the number of break-ins has 
declined during January. 
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The following measures will assist in keeping baboons out of your house: 
 

 Adequate security measures and locking devices need to be fitted, especially to 
aluminium sliding doors 

 Do not leave dustbins in places where they are accessible to the baboons, as this 
serves as a temptation to approach the house and investigate 

 Have a baboon proof metal cage installed for your dustbin and keep it locked 

 Keep doors and windows properly secured when you are not at home 

 Do not leave food or fruit on any surface, which may be visible from the outside 

 Keep blinds and/or curtains drawn when you are not at home 

 Patio fridges and cupboards need to be locked 

 Valuable cushions, rugs and furniture on outdoor decks are like toys for baboons and 
can be damaged 

 Do not feed ANY animals on the estate 
 
We have been engaging with experts in the field of baboon management to determine a 
long-term solution to the problem. 
 
For further information on this topic please refer to the email and WhatsApp message 
distributed on 9 February 2021. 
 

Eco matters 
The Eco committee had a meeting on 28 January to discuss, amongst others, the baboon 
management issue, the drafting of the ecological management plan, inclusion of ecological 
management in the capital budget as well as areas requiring management’s attention. 
 

 



Raptor’s View January 2021 News Bulletin   

 The next meeting is scheduled for the end of February where the Ecological Report for 
2020 will be discussed with Dr Mike Peel.  This will include a site visit to various areas on 
the estate showing severe signs of erosion due partly to historical overgrazing.  The Eco 
committee will be drafting a plan to address some of the areas worst affected by erosion 
and prevent further degradation on the estate.  The implementation of the erosion plan will 
obviously require funds to be made available, which will be addressed. 
 

Update on the Fibre project 
Members were recently advised of Openserve’s intention to resume the installation of the 
fibre optic network on the estate, with this being open access and served by all ISPs who 
currently offer services on Openserve’s national fibre network. 
 
OpenServe have been laying the fibre sleeves as well as planting the precast boundary 
boxes in phase 3. 
 
By all accounts, the backbone installation should be completed by the end of February. 
 
Below are the details supplied by OpenServe regarding the trenching and piping to 
accommodate the fiber optics from the boundary box to individual homesteads.  Members 
are to obtain the services of their own contractor for this installation as it is not included in 
the OpenServe services. 
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Water quality 
Due to the recent rains the quality of drinking water received from the municipality is well 
below acceptable standards.  Members will experience discoloured water (increased 
turbidity) which is not fit for human consumption.  This is symptomatic of the limited 
capability of the municipality to cope with a deterioration of raw water quality supplied to 
their treatment plant at Drakensig.  The whole of Hoedspruit and surrounds are subject to 
the same situation, and not only Raptor’s View. 
 

Update on Road refurbishment 
Unfortunately, the roads contractor has been experiencing mechanical problems with his 
machinery in the past few weeks and has been unable to resume with the road 
construction.  The contractor expects that he will be able to resume work shortly. 
 
The second phase of refurbishment includes the portion from RV 137 to RV 53 and then 
from Bateleur to Black Kite. 
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With an average of 17 000 vehicles using the estate roads per month, and the beautiful 
rain received, one can expect there to be a bit of wear-and-tear to any road surface. 
 
Sections of the first phase of work will also be attended to, as the large volumes of rain 
water have exposed areas requiring improved run-off. 
 

Speeding on the Estate 
We are very pleased to announce that your call for speed enforcement has resulted in a 

steady decrease in speeding and thus less fines being issued, with the exception of a slight 

increase in December (probably attributed to the number of visitors over the Festive 

Season).  

 

In response to Members’ complaints about speeding vehicles on our roads, the Estate has 

been vigilant in enforcing speed limits. Legal advice has confirmed that the Estate has been 

operating within the law and that speeding fines may be issued to wrongdoers. The speed 

limit of 30km/h was decided on by our home owner / members. 

 

Just a reminder that members are responsible for the actions of their guest / contractors / 

tenants and workers while they are on the Estate, this includes speeding.  Please remind 

guests to take note of the public notice regarding speeding at the entrance of the Estate. 

 

A huge thank you to the majority of residents who abide by the speed limit, ensuring a safer 

environment for our road users and our wildlife.  
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Wildlife and humans, young and 

old, use our roads. Please avoid 

using your phone, focus on the 

road and keep to the speed limit. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kiosk reset 
Should you experience a power outage, please follow these guidelines to have power 

restored: 

1. Check if there are any scheduled Eskom outages. 

2. Check your DB box circuit breakers – push them all down and reset them back up. 

3. Contact the Manager on duty (071 675 2525) to report any issues. 

 

The estate usually sends out bulk messages if we become aware of major problems in the 

electricity supply and endeavor to keep residents informed as to the progress of repairs. 

 

Rainfall 
We are thankful for the recent rains which have fallen in much of the Lowveld.  Our records 

reflect the following for January: 

 

Contractors’ Gate  213 mm 

Phase 2  182 mm 

Phase 3  180.5 mm 

 

Rainfall for the calendar year 2020 is follows: 

 

Contractors’ Gate  592 mm 

Phase 2  463.95 mm 

Phase 3  524.7 mm 
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Rainfall for the past 5 years 

 

Site 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Contractors’ Gate 224.4 295.5 310.25 469.5 592 

Phase 2 193.4 303.4 289.25 462 463.95 

Phase 3 426 329 286 453 524.7 

 

Melhania acuminata 

Melhania acuminata, commonly known as Bushy Honeycup can been seen throughout 

Raptor’s View at the moment.  With all the rain this flower has become a common sight.  It 

is a beautiful green bushy plant with little yellow flowers.  

The Bushy Honeycup is an indigenous plant to South 

Africa, but is not an endemic species.  It also occurs 

throughout Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and 

Mozambique.  The flowering happens during the months 

of January to May.  This is a pioneer species plant, which 

means that it is one of the first to grow after a disturbance 

in the vegetation.  As it is a hardy plant it can withstand a 

hostile environment.  The presence of the plant shows that 

the diversity of the region is increasing.  As this is not an 

invasive species there is no plan or any need to remove it from the estate.   

Biological Classification 

Kingdom: Plantae 
Phylum: Tracheophyta 
Class: Magnoliopsida 
Order: Malvales 
Family: Malvaceae 
Species: Melhania acuminata 
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Important Contact numbers 
  

Estate Management (emergencies only)     071 675 2525 

RV main gate 015 793 1663 

Canyon Risk Solutions 071 218 1994 

Medical Response           072 170 0864 

Police 015 799 4000 

Fire Brigade Maruleng 015 793 0536 

There is no longer an emergency number for after-hours doctors in Hoedspruit.  It has been 
replaced as follows: 

After hours Primary Health Care Assistance for Medical 
Emergencies from 6pm to 6am ( no house calls) 

063 051 2999 
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